
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POETRY FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 

(16-17 YEAR OLDS) 

Human Rights Activists  

Amnesty International offers a collection of three stories of brave human 

rights activists who have suffered for standing up for what they believe in. 

They offer a glimpse into the world of unfair treatment faced by many and we 

hope these activists and their stories serve as inspiration for your poems. 

 

More information about each activist can be found below.  

MARINEL MONIREH, YASAMAN & 

MOJGAN  

RAIF 

BADAWI 

Marinel is an activist for climate 

change, from the Philippines. 

 

Raif Badawi is an activist for 

freedom of speech and political 

injustice from Saudi Arabia.  

 

Monireh, Yasaman & Mojgan are 

activists for women’s rights from 

Iran. 

 



 

Additional Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the age of 16 the climate crisis tore her life apart. A very 

powerful Typhoon (most powerful on record) destroyed her 

village along with other parts of the Philippines. The 

government response was poor. The relocation sites 

lacked the basics of water & electricity, and there were 

limited opportunities to earn a living. This resulted in 

people returning to the village despite it being very 

dangerous. Marinel wants world leaders to minimise the 

“emission of greenhouse gases” and to help vulnerable 

countries like hers adapt to the climate crisis.  

Please read the rules & guidelines before submitting your poem.  

Raif Badawi was detained in June 2012 and sentenced in 

2014 for setting up a website focused on social and 

political debate. He was sentenced to 10 years in prison 

followed by a 10-year travel ban and a 1 million Saudi 

Arabian riyal fine. He was also sentenced to a cruel and 

inhumane punishment of 1,000 lashes, the first 50 of which 

were carried out in a public square in Jeddah on 9 January 

2015. Blogging is not a crime. The harsh punishment of 

Raif Badawi shows the Saudi Arabian authorities’ blatant 

contempt for freedom of expression and the extent to 

which they are willing to go to crush all forms of dissent. 

Three women have been charged with ‘inciting prostitution’ 
for not wearing veils and sentenced to over 30 years in 
prison between them. As an act of peaceful protest, 
Monireh, Yasaman and Mojgan handed out flowers to 
female passengers on a metro train in Tehran. The 
unveiled women were filmed sharing their hopes for a 
future where all women in Iran would have the freedom to 
choose what to wear. Days after the video went viral on 
social media, they were charged with sham offences 
including ‘inciting prostitution’ for choosing not to wear 
veils and are now serving 30+ years in prison between 
them. This is the latest in a worrying trend of crackdowns 
against women human rights defenders in Iran. 

 


